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Traditional knowledge related to medicinal plants of the indigenous people is a valuable asset to the community and could potentially 
bring economic returns to them if it is utilized appropriately. While much of the existing researches have been focused on document-
ing the knowledge, not much however, has been made known on the ‘holistic’ practice of the knowledge at the community level 
particularly in the Malaysian context. This is an important aspect as documenting the knowledge alone would not bring any meaning 
if the knowledge itself is not sustainably practiced by the communities who hold the knowledge. However, it is not an easy task to 
understand the management aspect of the knowledge especially if the researcher comes from a ‘different world view’ that the indige-
nous people themselves. This study is an attempt to combine two methodologies namely ethnographic approach as data gathering 
method and the principles of grounded theory approach as data analysis in understanding how the traditional knowledge related to 
medicinal plants is being protected by the indigenous people. Using the Orang Asli Batek in Kuala Koh, Gua Musang, Kelantan as a 
case study, this research involved multiple prolonged stays with the community (2013-2016) and employed ethnographic techniques 
of individual and group interviews, observation and participant observation as well as document analysis to gather the data. The col-
lected data was analysed using the principles of grounded theory where all responses that were recorded in verbatim was organised 
and analysed in stages of coding such as ‘initial coding’, ‘selective coding’ and ‘theme’ which upon further analysis, had enabled the 
description of the characteristics of the traditional knowledge related to medicinal plants of the Bateks. The result of this study found 
that the combination of the two methodologies are indeed useful and in fact are complementary with each other in understanding the 
characteristics of the traditional knowledge related to medicinal plants of the Bateks of Kuala Koh as part of the indigenous commu-
nity in the country. In particular, employing the two methods has enabled the study to identify the characteristics (forms) of the TK 
that can be found in an indigenous community such as the Bateks of Kuala Koh. This research has provided a greater understanding 
on the existing state of protecting the TK being practiced by the Bateks. The study also provides useful contribution to the body of 
knowledge as the methodological approach used could be employed by future researches in understanding similar approach in under-
standing similar phenomena. 
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1. Introduction 
Traditional knowledge (TK) especially the TK on medicinal plants 
owned by the indigenous people is a very useful asset to the com-
munity. However, over the years, evidences have shown that TK 
of this community has gradually been eroded (1, 2) and in many 
cases were misappropriated by parties outside of this community 
(3, 4) and thus needs to be protected accordingly. In the Malaysian 
context, most studies on the TK owned by the indigenous commu-
nity particularly the TK related to medicinal plants were mainly 
concentrated in the documentation of the TK (5). Very few studies, 
if any, were focusing on how the TK is being practiced and pro-
tected by this community, which is also a very important element 
in ensuring the sustainability of the knowledge. This paper is an 
attempt to discuss the relevancy, appropriateness and potential of 
combining two methodologies namely ethnographic methods and 
grounded theory approach in providing observation and interpreta-
tion about the management of traditional knowledge related to 
medicinal plants of indigenous people. Specifically, it provides a 
discussion on the use of ethnographic method as a data gathering 
approach and its suitability to be complimented with grounded 
theory approach for data analysis in understanding issues of indig-
enous communities. Using the Batek community in Kuala Koh, 
